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Responses to Comments from the Imperial County Planning Department

17-1. The commenter notes that the NOP was sent to two county agencies, Environmental Health
and the County Agricultural Commissioner; however, the Planning/Building Department
did not receive a copy.  SWRCB staff targeted each county’s environmental health and
agricultural commission offices as the locations likely to have the greatest interest in land
application of biosolids.  However, it is also noted that the Planning/Building Department
did provide comments on the NOP.

17-2. The commenter expresses concerns about the overall application of biosolids on cultivated
crops.  No response is necessary.

17-3. Comment noted.  Negative perception issues do exist with the use of biosolids as a
fertilizer and soil amendment.  The SWRCB will consider this, along with technical
information in this EIR, as it makes a decision on the proposed GO.

17-4. Please see Response to Comment 14-7. 

17-5. The commenter’s opinions about possible biosolid contamination of irrigation canal water
are noted.  Setbacks established in the GO are one of the effective practices required by the
GO to protect such waters.  Additionally, the proposed GO has been revised to include
provisions that require the incorporation of biosolids on fields that will be tilled within 24
hours in arid areas and 48-hours within non-arid areas.  A prohibition has also been added
to the proposed GO which states that biosolids containing a moisture content of less than
50 percent shall not be applied under the proposed GO.  Because of the measures that were
already included in the proposed GO and the measures that were added since the public
review of the draft EIR, irrigation canals and drains should not be exposed to excessive
amounts of windblown biosolids.

17-6. See Master Response 1 for information on SWRCB funding, staffing and enforcement of
the GO.

17-7. The commenter’s opinions about the use of biosolids for agricultural products are noted.
No response is necessary.
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